227 th Assault Helicopter Battalion

Information about the early history and formation of
the 227th as part of the 11th Air Assault as they
developed the Air Mobile Concept.

From the files of the Army Aviation Association of
America.

Provided by the Executive Director of the AAAA
Bill Harris.
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HEADQUARTERS
227TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALTION
11th Air Assault Division
Fort Benning, Ceorgia 31905

PROPOSED NOMINATION TOR AWARD OF AAAA

The 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion was activated on 1l I'ebruary
1963, in that the first unit of the battalion was formed on this date,
This unit was previously known as the 31lst Transportation Company (Light
Helicopter), commanded by Major Paul O, Railey. The 3lst was redesignated
and. actbivated as "B" Company, 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion. The
unit brought with it all of its aircraft authoriged under the old TOE;
twenty-two CH-3L's (See TAB A).

On the 15th of February 1963 the second unit of the 227th was acti-
vateds, This unit was designated "A" Company, commanded by Captain Frank
L. Henry, '

In the latter part of April 1963 "A' Company received its first UH-1B
helicopters. Also in April, A Company received its first armament system:
IM=6, 7.62MM machine guns (See TAB B).

In May 1963 the 11 th Air Assault Division staged an Organization Day
Demonstration, with the aerial weapons company, "A" Company, making the
first showing of helicopter armament systems in this area (See TAB C),
High ranking civilian and military personnel witnessed the 227th in action,
and the success is evident from the highly complimentary letters of appre-
ciation which have been received.

NAM and "B" Companies of the 227th Assauvlt Helicopter Battalion carried
the helicopter support role for the 187th Infantry until July 1963, when two
more companies of the 227th were formed. The units activated on 18 July 1963
were "C" Company, commander by Captain George C., Calhoun, and "D" Company,
commanded by Lieutenant Dale E., Sherrod.

Lieutenant Colonel John B. Stockton assumed command of the 227th Assault
Helicopter Battz=lion on the 18th of July 1963. Lieutenant Colonel Stockton,
a veteran of Vietnam, craduated from the United States Military Academy in
19li3. A Senior Army Aviator, Colonel Stockton also served as aviation officer
for the lst Cavalry Division in Korea (See TAB D),

The battalion headquarters was formed soon after, but did not exercise
operational control of the hattalion until after Exercise "Sky Soldier IV
during October 1963,

In Aucust 1963 the 227th received its first UH-1D helicopters (Sce
TAB E). These first UH-1D helicopters were assigned to "C" Company.

In September 1963 the battalion formed a composite company, consisting
of elements from all newly activated units, The composite company was to
be utilized to perform all infantry 1ift missions in "Sky Soldier I" (See
TAB F). :




The compeny was composed of twenty-five (25) UH-1B helicopters and five (5)
UH=1D helicopters. This was to be the first time a UH-1D had been operation=-
ally field tested, other than at the Aviation Center, Fort Rucker. Basic
techniques and tactical concepts for use of the UH-1l's as troop carriers for
platoon-siged units were developed during preparation and conduct of "Sky
Soldier I, The company consisted of five (5) platoons: three (3) platoons
of five (5) UH-1B's each, one platoon of five (5) UH-1D's and one platoon of
five (5) armed UH-1B's.

During the weeks preceding "Sky Soldier I", the composite company began
both day and night field exercises. After the first four days of intense
training the composite company was asked to make a mass night tactical
landing for General Waters. The demonstration went extremely well in spite
of greatly reduced visibility and ceiling. '

During the actual "Sky Soldier I" test period, the composite company
kept better than 80% of its aircraft flyable for missions at anytime of the
day or night. More than 2,500 hours were flown during this test period by
the composite company without an accident, Marginal weather flying, both
day and night, was considered standard operating procedure,

In September 1963, Captain Jim B, Aikman assumed command of "B" Company,
227th Assault Helicopter Battalion. Also during September the CH=-3l's, which
were brought to the 227th originally, were gradually retured to service with
the 11th General Support Company and the Test and Evaluation Group as they
were replaced by the UH-1D. . On 1& October Mzjor Gerald S. Simons assumed
command of Company "DV as it received its first UH-=1D.

On 19 November 1963, twenty-three (23) UH-1 helicopters of the 227th
flew forty-one sorties in support of the Association of the US Army air-.
mobility demonstration., Over 650 civil and military dignataries were present.
It included such performances as sling-loading, company sized assault, zun
escort, pathfinder drop, and maintenance evacuation (See TAB G). Secretary
of the Army Cyrus Vance stated at the completion of the demonstration that
there is no more important work being done anywhere in the Army than the
aviation pioneering demonstrated here,

The 227th often called practice alerts to test the quick reaction and
combat readiness of its personnel and equipment. Normally, these alerts
were initiated to test the time needed for assembly of personnel, but on
Monday, 9 December 1963 it went a little further. Both wheeled vehicles
and aircraft of the battalion were given a surprise order to move out with
their final destination as Fort McClellan, Alabama. While at Fort McClellan
the 227th conducted its normal training schedule of instrument flight and
practive assault training, The battalion returned to Fort Benning during the
afternoon of 10 December (See TABR H),

In early January 196l the 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion commenced
field exercises at Camp Blanding, Florida, which were without precedent in
Army Aviation, The fifty-helicopter armada flew 250 miles from Fort Benning
to the Mlorida site, and made the first mass night helicopter landing on
unreconnoitered ground in the history of the US Army. In addition, the
flight was the largest controlled tactical movement of Army helicopters over
an extended distance.




Two days later, another first was added to the 227th's growing list of
achievements, Forty helicopters. emerced from out of the haze and fog, and
made a mass assault landing on the beaches of Saint Augustine, Florida, in
a movement designed to cut off retreating guerrilla forces. The entire force
simulated having tsken off from offshore carriers, and proved once again the
feasibility of another idea in the Army's tactical air mobility concept
(See TAB I).

With the influx of aviators and aircraft, the units within the 227th
Assault Helicopter Battalion kicked off on one of the most demanding Army
flying pro rams ever attempted,

As "A" Company received aircraft and armament systems, they commenced
entensive gunnery training., In a short while, all "A" Company pilots were
professional armed helicopter pilots (See TAB J). Due to the primary mission
of the armed helicopter company (escort for troop carrying helicopters) it
was felt that a multiple target weapon system was necessary. The combination
machinecun/rocket weapons system, now being used in Vietnam, was fabricated
locally and adopted. The system was further modified by mounting the rocket
tubes under the M-6 machine gun system to increase accuracy and reduce the
chance of aircraft damage from rocket debris. The need for still more
accurate rocket fire brought sbout a new boresighting method developed by
the escort company. '

Realizing the need for twenty-four hour armed escort capability, the 227th
launched an extensive night gunnery program. Utilizing flares dropped by
OV-1 aircraft and other methods of battlefield illumination, it was found
that effective fires could accurately be placed on the target. It is believed
that this is the first time night gunnery has been tried, tested, and proven
effective for rotary wing aircraft. These night gunnery techniques, pioneered
by this Battalion and proven under the adverse conditions of being first, have
now become routine to our armed helicopter pilots. Nicght gunnery techniques
were developed for the combination system to give a twenty-four hour escort
capability.

"B Company, the first troop lift company, commenced training with the
infantry battalions and associated artillery elements (See TAZ K). Tnitial
trainine was conducted on a graduated basis., The first weeks were spent on
squad and platoon tactics, with progressive intensity to company level pro-
blems, This initial familigrization orientation of the ground elements was
highly successful,

The individual companies of the battalion were also continuously con-
ducting unit training to increase pilot profiniency., This training is pay-
ing off today. The pilots of the 227th contain a great many aviators who,
although new to the flying business, have become some of the most proficient
and professional aviators in the Army. This strenuous training program has
developed air assault tactics and techniques never before tried on such a
scale, including night formation flying, nicht gunnery, perfection of mass
helicopter format on flying and day and night assault landings, '




In all assault manuevers, the units habitually fly in tactical formations
(See TAB L)e This procedure results in continuous formation flying and ine
creased proficiency, This, together with the nap-of-the-earth technique,
allows a battalion of aircraft (up to 72 UH=l's) to 1lift a reinforced
infantry rifle company over any terrain, in a minimum of time, and with a
maximum of surprise and shock actione

Mass formation flying at night had never been attempted before. To
perfect this technique the 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion worked for
fifteen days strictly on a night schedule, This night schedule, and close
and continuous training with attached pathfinder teams, brought about a
quick boost in night flying proficiency and tactical night concepts. The
night program graduated from platoon assaults to company assaults and finally,
to a battalion tactical night assault, This extensive training revealed
many problem areas. Among these were suitable tactical night formation
lights on the helicopters, methods of utiligzing flares for night assault,
tactical marking of landing zones, perfection of night gunnery techniques,
ingtrument training, to include envisioning formation flying under actual
instrument conditions, refueling techniques in forward areas, and numerous
and diverse pathfinder techniques to include rappelling into inaccessable areas.

The 227th has pionecred the night mass formation flying, and with much
hard work and many off-duty hours a nizht lichting system was perfected for
the UH-1 helicopter. This system allows safe formation flying at night with
little chance of detection by the enemy on the ground. The 227th, in con-
junction with other units, has also tested and perfected the use of aircraft
flares to light LZ's for mass night assaults,.

January 1h, 196l marked the beginning of the initial class in the
unit instrument flight school operated by the 227th Assault Helicopter
Battalion, This school was orcanized because of the lack of sufficient
quotas at the USA Aviation Center Instrument School to train instrument-
" rated pilots needed by the 227th., The school employs four flight instructors
and a five-week ground school at Lawson Army Airfield in order to qualify
students for a standard rotary-wing instrument ticket at the completion
of eight weeks of instruction. This program has been a resounding success.
Twenty=-seven pilots have been training and future programs indicate graduation
of at least ei~sht instrument-rated aviators from each class, thereafter.

Forward area refueling techniques are being continuously tried,
tested and refined, One technique is the airlifting of 500 gallon containers
of JP=l; into forward areas of operation, A well=trained POL crew quickly
connects lightweight pumps to the fuel containers and in a matter of minutes
a refueling point to accommodate four aircraft per container is operational,
Another method is the use of a "Chinook" (CH=L7) with 1800 gallon internal
tanks to fly into the area of operations, This flying tenker has pumps
and dispensing hose aboard and is capable of almost instant refueling on
landing, This method also accommodates four aircraft at a time (See TAB M),

Rappelling techniques, to gain the element of surprise by virtually
putting the infantry on top of the enemy in areas not accessable for landing,
have been developed and proved highly successful (See TAB W),




The 227th realized from the beginning the need to be completely air-
mobile, thus the "lean and mean" concept was immediately enforced, With this
concept came other problems, One being how to move by air with 19,700
pounds of tentage., This problem area was overcome with the design and
construction of the "Stockton' shelter. This shelter weighs fifteen
pounds, and atbtaches to the UH-1D helicopter. The shelter may be used
as a crew shelter, command post, and a maintenance work area for crew
chiefs. This invention alone reduces the weight of tentage to 1,500
pounds - a saving in weight of 18,250 pounds (See TAB 0).

Another item pioneered in the 227th is the power-driven wheels
(Kinnard Wheels) that are attached to the cround handling wheels of the
UH-1 helicopter to enable one person to manvever the helicopter back into
the trees and brush for camouflage and concealment. These power wheels are
so named for the Division Commander who first conceived this method of
overcoming a seriocus obstacle. (See TAD P).

Other needs included the requirement for an air transportable maint-
enance shelter., An air-inflatable, dual wall, rubber maintenance tent was
furnished to the 227th by the Quartermaster Research and Developement
Center, Natick, Mass., The 227th utilized this hanger while testing it in
conjunction with assault techniques. Various test and statistical data
was performed and recorded by the 227th and sent to the Aviation Board,
Fort Rucker, Alabama, (See TAB Q). This is only one of many single items
of equipment tested and evaluated by this Battalion.

Lieutenant Colonel Jack Cranford assumed command of the 227th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, 2L February 196l, replacing Lieutenant Colonel John
B, Stoclkton. GColonel Cranford comes to the 227th from an assignment as
Army liaison officer to the Aeronautical Systems Division, United States
Air Force, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. In 1947 he attended the
Army Aviation School at Camp Cary, Texas, and has since held various pos-
itions as an aviation officer in the US, Durope, and Korea. Colonel
Cranford, a Master Aviator, has more than 6,000 hours of flying time to
his credit (See TAB.R).

Good relations between the 227th and the public have been stressed
during the entire phase of organization, Whenever such action did not
constitute a compromise of air assault security or military regulations,
every effort has been made to provide the American public with a working
knowledge of the air assault concept, its aspirations and limitations.
Press coverage during our operations has been very favorable and compre-
hensive.

On 3 February 196, the 227th sponsored an open house, This activity
was extremely helpful in informing the general public of our mission and
problems, Armed with an understanding of exactly what "Daddy" does, depen-
dents were better able to inform others of this undertaking, A member of
the ape family and mascolt for the 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion,
"Bullwhip 7" was seen by the dependents of the battalion for the first time.
"Bullwhip 7" came to the battalion from a zoo in Florida. During his stay
here he was promoted to the rank of Corporal and moved into VIP quarters

behind Battalion Headquarters. The information disseminated as a result
of "open house" has proven very successful in promoting closer 01viilan-




military ties. (See TAB U).

The 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion, in perfecting and refining a
completely new concenrt and entirely new mission, has worked diligently and
rapidly to acquire maximum pilot proficiency., From the date of activation,
11 February 1963, to 31 March 196l, this battalion has flown a total of
21,19), hours, with a total of 33,706 sorties. The battalion has made over
70 battalion-size day landings, over 1,837 company-size day landings, and
over 6,712 platoon-size day landings. Extensive night training has resulted
in over 937 platoon-size night landings, with the company-size units setting
several records on monthly flying time (See TAB S), The safety record has
been outstanding considering the type of flying being tested and perfected
within the battalion, This safety record is credited to the continuous
training program and the professional proficiency maintained by the in-
dividual aviators and maintenance personnel,

‘ In an attempt to attain perfection many problems are encountered, and
the 227th has had many problems, These problems create a need and the need
in the 227th has resulted in a successful invention of a successful technique
to fulfill the need. The battalion depends a great deal upon the advice of
the aviators and crews returning from Vietnam, These people, with their
actual combal experience are invaluvable in futhering our unit goals, These
veterans from Vietnam have received many awards and decorations for their
service there (See TAB W), In the 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion we
are striving for the ultimate and the ultimate is combat readiness and the
ability to prove air assault concepts, Through hard work and determination
we shall reach our goal symbolized by our motto "POUVOIR"(French: "To be
able to do")e
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AJVAV-A BAILEY, Paul O. 3d Ind
Q60515 (6 HMar 63)
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation
HEADQUARTERS, 11lth Air Assault Aviation Group (T), Fort Benning, Georgia
16 March 1965,
TO: Major Paul O. Bailey, Company B 227+th Assault Helicopter Battalion,
11th Air Assault Aviation Group (T), Fort Benning, CGeorgia
I wish to express my appreciation and commendation for the impressive
manner in which you and the members of your unit discharged the mission
referred to in the basic letters
’ \ -~ - 4 { \
Go Po SENETE:
CGolonel, Armor
Commanding
XErRo | ‘Xero YERO

cory | copy . copy
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U s ARMY CHEMICAL CORPS SCHOOL

oMaX 083X O Pt olariB e tln g} A OMZ

office of the Fort McClellan, Alabama

COMBANDART

AJMCL-C - 6 March 1963

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

THRU : Commanding General
Third United States Army
Fort McPherson, Georgia

TO: Commanding General
11th Air Assault Division
Fort Benning, Georgia

1, I would like to extend my personal thanks for the assistance
your command has given the U. S. Army Chemical Corps School in
furnishing light cargo helicopters on 15, 16, 17, 22, 23 January, and
6, 12, 13 and 14 February 1963,

2, Major Paul 0. Bailey, the Commanding Officer of Company B,
227th Helicopter Assault Battalion, was most cooperative in providing
the U. S. Army Chemical Corps School with CH-34C aircraft. These
aircraft were used to transport Chemical Corps School students during
their training in the performance of aerial radiological surveys.

Since the only fixed radioactive training field in the Free World is
located at Fort McClellan, Alabama, the aerial survey is considered to
be one of the most important highlights of training here at the Chemical
Corps School. By providing us with CH-34C aircraft you have enabled us
to continue aerial survey training at a time when it would have been
interrupted due to lack of aircraft,

3. The fine spirit of helpfulness displayed by Major Bailey and
the members of Company B is in the highest traditions of the Army.

L. A, PARKS
Ccolonel, CmlC
Commandant
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AJAAG-A (6 Mar 63) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

HQ, Third US Army, Ft McPherson, Ga. 9 MAR 1563
T0: Commanding General, 1lth Air Assault Division, Ft Benning, Ga.

The Army Commander has noted with pleasure and forwards the
basic communication.

¥. H., STONE
Colonel, AGC
Adjutant General

AJVAG Bailey, Paul O, ‘ 2d Ind

060 515 (6 Mar 63)

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

HEADQUARTERS, 11TH AIR ASSAULT DIVISION Fort Bemning, Georgia 11 Mar 63

THRU: Commanding Officer, 1lth Air Assault Division Aviation Group,
Fort Benning, Georgia

TO: Mejor Paul O. Bailey, Company B 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion,
1lth Air Assault Division Aviation Group, Fort Benning, Georgia

Noted with pleasure and forwarded with pride,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

(

// ﬁ( .(’J,\ /s PPN ' i

MALCOIM R BAER
Lt Col, AGC
Adjutant General
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HEADQUARTERS LAWSON ARMY AVIATION COMMAND
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA

“AVIATION CROSSROADS OF THE ARMY"

AJILF

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

T@: Commanding Officer

Company B (Assault Helicopter)
227th Assault Helicopter Battalion (Test)

Fort Benning, Georgia

19 February 1963

1. On the occasion of the departure of your unit from this command
to the 1lth Air Assault Division, I wish to take this opportunity to
express my sincere appreciation for the splendid performance of your

unit while assigned to this command.

\

2. It is with deep regret that I bid you and the members of your
command farewell. The 1lth Air Assault Division is fortunate indeed to
have your unit assigned. I know your participation in the forthcoming
tests will result in continuous superior performances and the improvement

of the Division and Army Aviation.

3. Please express my appreciation to each member of your unit for
their past performances and my best wishes for their future endeavors.

NTAAC!" will miss you alll

/ s ‘ y #
.._/ ' Z:. £/ ﬂ\fS 2/1, ra é‘,ﬁ 22z

Lot
CURTIS L. HA
Colonel, Infantry
Commanding






- COMPANY "B" THE FIRST COMPANY ACTIVATED WITHIN THE 227th ASSAULT
HELICOPTER BATTALION _




"B" COMPANY FLYING FORMATION ON ACTIVATION DAY



UH-1Bs LEAVE CLEARING after dropping weapons jeep and crew. Armed UH-1B mounts machine guns. 7




THE FPIRST XM-3 ROCKET SYSTEM RECEIVED BY "A" COMPANY
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2 MAY 1963

CAMP MACKALL, N. C.
o 25 FEB. 1943




The Honorable Cyrus Vance
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON

On behalf of the men and women of the
United States Army, I extend congratulations
to the personnel of the 11th Air Assault Division
on its Organization Day.

Although the Division has been activated for
a relatively short time, it has made remarkable
strides in advanced individual and basic unit train-
ing in Air Mobile operations. I am aware of the
many challenges which have faced the Division
since 15 February 1963, and am deeply proud.of
the splendid progress you have made.

To all officers and men of the Division who
are making such a vital contribution to the Army
go my best wishes for continued sugcess.

oancl
Ty
Cyrgs R. Vance
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1T, COL. JOHN B. STOCKTON

ASSUMES COMMAND



11th AAD BAND PLAYS AT

ACTIVATION OF THE

227th ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION
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BESIDE one of UH-1D’s which went io 11th Air Assault D

ivision are (from left) Isi

Lt. Huckabee, CWO Wright, SP 5 Chomo, Capt. Calhoun, Contracts’ Leonard Seiiz.

Mith Air Assault Gets First UH-1D's

A milestone in company history came
Aug. 9 with delivery of two UH-1D’s.

Significant is the fact that the heli-
copters — the second and third UH-1D’s
to roll off company assembly lines —
are the first two ships of that model to
be delivered to a U. S. Army field unit.
(The first UH-1D built was assigned to
the company for testing; the second
ship went to an Army evaluation
board.)

Making the delivery even more note-
worthy is that they were delivered to
the Army’s new 1lth Air Assault Di-
vision at Fort Benning, Ga.

At Bell to accept delivery was the
commanding officer of the unit getting
the UH-1D’s, Capt. George B. Calhoun.
The helicopters — latest in the UH-1
Series the company builds for the U. S.

Army — were flown away by lst: Ity

Rayburn D. Huckabee and Chief War-
rant Officer Richard H. Wright, accom-
panied by Specialist 5th Class John
J. Chomo.

Also-here was Capt. Charles R. Mer-

cier, 11th Air Assault Division special

project officer, here for a briefing on

the Army’s OH-13S helicopter.
Captain Calhoun commands Com-

pany C of the 227th Assault Helicopter
Battalion, a unit activated first of this
month. His unit will get more UH-1D’s
and when completely equipped, will
be capable of carrying by helicopter
the assault elements of an infantry

company (about 180 men, their weap-

ons and equipment).

The 11th Air Assault Division rep-
resents an experiment of tremendous
import. The division was organized to
prove the Army’s air mobility concept
in which helicopters would play a ma-
jor role. It promises the biggest rev-
olution in tactics since the Army switch-
ed from horses to motorized vehicles.
Ideally, an Air Assault Division would
consist of about 15,000 men — infan-
try, aviators and support units — who
would be completely air mobile.

E







. FORT STEWART, Ga. — Ag-
gressors tried to recapture posi-
‘tions Wednesday night that infan-
'trymen from Company C, 3rd Bat-
talion, 187th Infantry, commanded
by Capt. Harry N. Ball, gained in
hard-fought battle Wednesday in
Sky Soldier T being held by the
11th Air Assault Division.

At 7:30 p.m., the sky soldiers
spotted about 15 aggressors trying
to recross the Canoochee River on
State Highway 67 about 15 miles
north of Fort Stewart.

The fire fight lasted until 2 a.m.
Thursday as the infantrymen
pattled the aggressors from the
ond Infantry Division. When the
smoke cleared, one guerrilla ag-
gressor was captured. The aggres-
sors sustained several simulated
casualties, but none of the injur-
ed was left behind. The infantry-
men did not have a single cas-
ualty. :

Early Thursday morning, UH-
1B Iroquois ‘Huey” helicopters
from Company A, 227th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, commanded
by Capt. Frank L. Henry, flew
contour. low-level tree-top mis-
| sions. The first Huey carried 2nd
|Lt. Robert Solomon, S-Sgt. Harold
|H. Mambrick, Sgt Roy E. Murphy
and Pfe. Luis Jimeno — all from
Company C. Their mission, called
Eagle Patrol, was to search for
aggressors. ‘Two Hueys were used
in each formation. This way the
aircraft can be used to block any-
one trying to escape capture by
blocking them from the front and
rear.

Second Division
Guerrillas Beater

By Assault Unit

Special to The E.nquire'r

Foot patrols also were dispatch-|
ed on this mission. Not a stone ||
was left unturned as the infan-
trymen tramped through high
weeds and swamplands in search
for guerrillas. At least half of Com-
pany C is on guard duty night
and day defending its positions
from enemy forces.

The heroes in Thursdays action
were the men from Company A,
3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry, com- ||
manded by Capt. Joseph Bellochi.
At 7 a.m. Thursday, aircraft from
the 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
spotted aggressor forces about 12
miles southeast of Pembroke on
the Fort Stewart reservation
Word was relayed immediately to |.
the 1st Air Assault Brigade head-
quarters at Camp Oliver.

Within minutes, the men from
Company A were winging their
way in 20 Hueys toward aggres-
sor territory. By 9 a.m. the sky
soldiers had bagged nine aggres-
sor and broken the back of the
aggressor force.

One of the first Hueys to land
in the guerrilla mop-up operation
was from Company A, 227th
Assault Helicopter Battalion, 11th
Aviation Group, commanded by
Col. George P. Seneff. The pilot
was WO Murray V. Stookley and
his co-pilot was WO Anthony Cosi-
mano. The crew chief wss: Sps
James H. Adams. :

Test Evaluation ;
(TEC) Group personnel:were very
pleased with the g 1la opera-

d i .Control

tions performed by ‘men from
Company A Thursday morning.




FORMATION FLYING
oN
SKY SOLDIER I




TACTICAL FORMATION FLYING USING THE NAP-OF-EARTH TECHNIQUE

TROOPS CHARGE TOWARD THE OBJECTIVE AFTER AN ASSAULT LANDING
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CAMP BLANDING, Fla —

Long before Hollywood made |

I
I

“Hell’s Angels,” aviators were |

hell - for - leather, devil -
may care, stunt - happy men
who took life as it came and
lived it to the full.

Their young, unlined faces
reflected fliers” special phi-

losophy: “We just don’t give |

a darn.” But, when the chips
were down, they played the
game courageously and they
usually won.

The Army’s new breed of
aviator is a chip off that old

block. More often than not he |
flies a helicopter, a machine !

that even the old barnstorm-
ers — who called them auto-
gyros — admitted “was a de-
vice that needed a heck of
lot of handling.”

To prove an important
point, namely that aircraft,
and mainly helicopters, work-
ing with specially trained in-
fantry can be used to smash
an enemy who’s here, there,
instead of everywhere, the Ar-
my has carefully garnered

these chips off the old block.

It has thrown these chips
(along with a smattering of

smaller, less - experienced |
ones) together, appointed a ra- ')l

zor - sharp soldier - aviator |
named George P. Seneff to

Jead them, mixed in a half |
dozen or so ‘crack airborne- I

infantry commanders to train
and develop the other part
of the team, and called the |
whole the 11th Air Assault Di- |
vision.

The Army has charged this
division with proving the the- |
ory that, properly used, the
helicopter and the sky sol- |
dier make an unbeatable |
team. !

In the workout the division’s |
227th Assault Helicopter Bat- |
talion — the 50-ship unit which

can carry a battalion of sky |

soldiers right into the enemy’s
lap — experienced here in
Florida last week, it soon
became obvious the skill and
spirit of the old aviator is
still alive — at least among
Army fliers. ]

Indeed, as of now, the chips
appear to be surpassing the
old blocks. Generally, they

rate higher in education, fly-
ing skills and physical fitness.
When the occasion demands
they can be every bit as dar-
ing and, strangely enough, in ‘
a highly individualistic and |
unorthodox profession, they |
have more discipline.

1 oo

SOME OF BATTALION’S STAFF OFFICERS
From. Left, Capt. W. H. Osborne, Capt. F. A. Burney, -
Capt. R. Kammer, Capt. T. I. McMurray, Capt. R. W.
Rogers

ng operations
' conducted  at
5 night and in
most day-
light weather
onditions, the
27th  Assault

talion last
week  proved
STOCKTON  that, in the

two - handed, two - footed

In a series

flying business — which -the |

Jet age has largely surpassed |

,—3-1- ]tge chips have it over the
ocks. S

Streaking through Fl(A)rida’s {

murky, winter skies at tree- |
top height by day, or dogged- |

ly chopping their way through
the night to pick up the pin-

strange territory they had
never seen before — which
designated each ship’s exact

| point lights — set down in |

landing spot, they looked, in
the words of Battalion Com- |

mander Lt. Col.

John B. ¢

Stockton, ‘“like a bunch of |

pros.”

Stockton, a veteran aviator |
who organized the Army’s |
helicopter support system for

the anti - guerrilla forces in
Viet Nam, has set very high

standards for the proficiency

i| of his pilots.

2 Jt would

0 achieve
hese stand-
ards with ful-

offi-

SOUCEK

flown a substantial number of

cers who have |

hours in helicopters and gain-

ed experience in places like -
Viet Nam and Korea, Stock-r
. ton has first to improve the
' flying abilities of new pilots

just out of flight school be-
fore he and his company com-
manders can begin training
them in the special techniques
the Air Assault Division will
use. ;

Even so, as tough, old, task-
master Stockton observed
the last night landing from
his command ship high abowe
Keystone Air Park 185t
Tuesday, he bubbled with
praise and later shook the

' hand of every pilot he met

on the ground.
In the air

SIMONS natured josh-

Helicopter Bat- | | ing he exchanges with his

“Guys”, he can rap a mis-
take in the air with the se-
verity of a whiplash, spelling
it out in a brusque but cor-
rect tone that stings twice as
much.

When his tremendously tal-

. _ented  executive officer Maj.

Leo Soucek wanted to warn
a pilot leading the battal-
ion on a wrong course, Stock-
ton said: “Let him go, Leo.
When he tells us we’ve ar-
rived, we’ll tell him how far
off he is.”

The - frigid exchange that
greeted that pilot’s announce-
ment - almost formed icicles
on the radio console, and the
erring officer’s ears were a
deep red an hour or more
after he’d landed.

A bare two hours after it
had completed a near-brilliant-
ly executed massed night
landing at Keystone Tuesday,
the elements took a hand and
a realism the planners had not
counted on

ested  pilots
and com-
manders to

vous, the bat-
ion’s  four
% companies ran
headlong out of
extraordinarily beautiful night
into a tremendous thunder-
storm that might easily have
destroyed all 43 ships. .

ATEKMAN

_ters up and down like eleva-
“tors in the besmirched sky,
| the four company command-
ers had ‘to wrestle their own
ships against the fury of the
'storm, keep their respective
- platoons in formation, calm
the less - experienced pilots,
and make quick decisions as
to what to do next. As the
storm’s severity increased,
each leader headed his ship

for a temporary refuge. Soon

| the air was full of exchanges
| between Bullwhip,
| Happy Tiger, Space Patrol,
. and Cobra. !

Alpha Company, which in

Cowhoy,

the air becomes Cowhoy, turn-
ed tail and headed for its
| takeoff point at Keystone. Led
| by Maj. Gerald S. Simons, 2

| tall, handsome flier whose in-

| formal, easygoing nature fits
| his ecall sign (Cowboy 6) it

| landed safely.

Behind the
Cowboys came
Capt. Jim B.
Airman’s Bra-
vo Company
known in the
air as Spacs
And

(Chuck)  W.
Worley’s Delta

* WORLEY

' Company. Worley, whose call
. sign is Happy Tiger 6 and
-~ Whose
| and unruffled temperament
i fits the title, commands the
. gun ships. These are helicop-

impressive physique

ters armed with machineguns
- and rockets, and which escort

* the troop - carrying ships of
(See MEN AT ARMS, Page D-8)

" In winds that shot helicop-

e

Men at Arms|

(Continued from Page D-3)
the remainder. of ‘the battal-
ion to their objectives. '

The gun ships must, by ne- |

1
|

cessity, be flown by the best |

pilots in the battalion. Theirs
is a relatively free mission.

They have the prerogative to

dive between formations to
blast pockets of enemy shoot-
ing from the ground which
may have escaped the deva-
stating carpet of fire the gun
ships lay across the landing
area minutes before the troop
carriers arrive with their pre-
cious loads of sky soldiers.
Only one formation was
missing now, — Charlie Com-
pany headed by Capt. George
B. Calhoun. Known in the air
as Cobra 6, Calhoun is a very
serious and dedicated soldier.
A crack pilot, Calhoun laughs
little, and rarely indulges in
the inter-company joshing that
goes on in the battalion.
A tallish

he has flown

CALHOUN"

for his skill
and valor.

When the storm threatened
to smash his ships, Calhoun
headed his company for Cecil
Naval Air Station near Jack-
sonville. He kept his company
together with the exception of
one ship whose pilot found
himself in more severe weath-
er and sensibly opted to land

on a four-lane highway near,

Lake City. ; -
Weathered in again next
morning, the battalion literal-
ly “broke out” from its refu-
ges around noon Wednesday,
got as far as Valdosta and
Moody Air Force Base, only to
be weathered in again.
The trip from there home
was a series of “ups ‘and
downs” with companies set-
ting down in fields to await
breaks in the torrential rain
which forced them to fly blind
(not all were instrument qual-
ified) and streak for the next
clear spot as and when the
wea' ‘er permitted. =
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KISSING FAMILY GOODBYE BEFORE FLORIDA FLIGHT IS WARRANT OFFICER CURTIS GOODMAN

L-R: Goodman, Wife Patricia, 2811 Ladd St.; Children Jackie, Sheree, Brian

INNER LEFT ON TABLE AS ALERT CAME

BY JOHN COOMBES of telephone calls were made topany commanders who were to|da showed most ships were
Staff Writer cfficers and enlisted men living [take part in the hlstory-makmg manmned even then — just one
CAMP BLANDING, Fla. __|off-post and scattered as far 250 mile helicopter __op to F‘lom- wur: after the alert was put out.

away as Atlanta.
But despite the short notlce,*
the battalion briefing for com-|

There was fried chicken at the
Doyle’s home on East Linden
Drive: in Columbus yesterday,
but Daddy’s portion went uneat-
en.

Daddy is Sp-6 John E. Doyle.
He’s a crew chief of a helicop-
ter in the 11th Air Assault Di-
vision’s 227th Assault Helicopter"
Bn.

Doyle’s pretty wife, Ruth, had
just called “it’s on the table”
when the phone rang, and that|
ended the tough, stocky New
Englander’s plans to enjoy fried|
chicken for Sunday dinner.

The call was instructions for
the crew chief to report to his
unit immediately. Hundreds of
other Air Assault Division aviat-
ors and crew chiefs were re-
ceiving the same calls.

In 15 Minutes

“T quickly changed into- my
uniform while my wife threw,
some lunch into a sack,” said
Doyle. “I ate it on the way to|
the post. I was at my ship 15|
mlnutes from the time the call
came.’

At the Doyle home, 3973 E.|
Linden Dr., daughters Denise,
7, Susan, 6, and Becky, 5, want-|
ed to know where Daddy was |
headed. Doyle himself dldn’t‘
know.

To make the alert more real-
istie; the 227th Bn. commander
Lt. Col John B. Stockton, had‘
allowed his men to go on week-|
end passes and other normal‘

nrivilacas
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227TH IN LIDA: TRAINING
WlTH NATIONAL G UARD THERE

FORT BAI YNTNGosgA_l personnel and - equipment of the

227th ' Assault Helicopter Bat talion, 11th Air Assault
Division Aviation Group, departed Fort Benning yesterw

day for special duty at Camp Blanding, Fla, i
i s e The 500 men and 50 hellu

copters of the battalion

will Join selected = ele-

ments of the Florida Na-

tional Guard in a training

exercise which marks the

first such coordination of

alr assault forces with

National Guard forces., It

| 1s also believed to be the

largest controlled tacti-

cal movement of Army heli-

copters over an extended

distance, :

i Enroute to the Florida

;locaulon} the ' flight / of

 UH=-1  IROQUOIS helicop=
ters made one refueling

stop at Moody Air Force

| Base at Valdosta, Ga. The

/ ground element will con-

sist of 60 vehicles and -
will make the trip in two
days, staying overnight at
Moody Air Force Base,
According to Lt Col John
Bs Stockton, the battalion
cormander, the purpose of °
the alert and subsequent
movement . of the Sky Sol-
diers is to conduct tactie-
cal training din assault
helicopter techniques.

S T e B R B R e SR
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| CAMP BLANDING, Fla, — , i
IThe 1ith Air Assault Division's Py Lt. Col. John B. Stockfon,
i will ‘maneuver in the Camp
. o /Blanding area until Wednes-
talion Sunday staged the big-Iqay.

Us

; C,*%i’_ Monday Morning,v January. 6, 1964 .
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227¢th  Assault Helicopter Bat-

J|gest helicopter ‘assault ever)

the U. S. Army. |

broadcast at 1:30 p.m. Thirty-|

was forced to turn back short-

for refueling.
Another  aircraft = developed

Air Station.

‘escort it.

mechanical trouble about” §0|subsequent movement of troops
miles north of Jacksonville and|is to conduct tactical training
|was diverted to Cecil Navalli
e in support of the Army’s pew
A third ship was ordered tolair mobile concept, according

; to Col. Stockfon.

By JOHN COOMBES

cr-dmguirer Staff Writer

The haltalion, commanded

‘the helicopters and some 500

made in action or training byimen of the 227th will join mem-
¢ {bers of the Ilorida National
Forty-two = helicopters  left|Guard in a training exercise
Fort Benning at 4 p.an. Sun-|which marks the first such co-:
day after their crews had been|ordination of Air Assault forces
summoned by a special ‘alert{with National Guard forces.

It -is believed to be the larg-

nine of the helicopters landed|est controlled tactical move-,
at Camp Blanding near Gaines-|ment of Army helicopters over:
ville some five hours later. One|an ‘extended distance.

A groynd element, comprised

ily after take-off from' Moody of 60 vehicles, left Fort Benn-
{Air Force Base near Valdosta,|ing shortly after the helicopters
Ga., where the battalion paused|as remaining personnel report-
ed for duty.

‘The purpose of the alert and

n assault helicopter techniques
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COLUMBUS, GA., TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, ‘i‘:,:;!,

T >,
1, Wia. - Fore

the Atlantic Ocean at mai light
here this morning on Anastasia
Island and the area avound this
historic old Tlorida city.

Chopping = thelr way through
light rain and fog which covered
the gray Atlantic walers in the
blemy early-morning light, the
| 'Assault: Division unif
b angther first to its
1ecmu with itz assauit from [hs
Sea. ; 3
‘The 40 ships were carrying
¢rack’ Special Forees feams o
the Florida National Guard who:
were to flush strong battalion~
sized guerrilia forces, previouss
ly landed by a Caribbean na-
tion, from around important U.S, -
defense installations in the Jacks.
sonville-St.- Augustine area. i

The ships, assumed to be cars
rying Sky Soldiers of the 3rd i
Bn., 187th Infantry along with
the Special Forces fighters, land-
ed in a long line on the high-
water mark on a fricky slow
sandy beach. 'Z‘Le big Vee for
mation of whirlybirds came
from the direction of the U. 8..
Navy  Aircraft carriers Rooses
velt and Savatoga, both lying off-
shore from Jacksonville. They
were assumed fo be making a
joint assault with rocket-armed
jets operating from the enor-
mous {light decks of both war«
ships.

The hattalion, headed by Lt:
Col. John B. Stockton, had turse
ed out to sea after flying a fri-:
angle from its base at Camp
Blanding, 43 miles south of Jacks
sonville and 47 miles from S,
Augustine.

Ancther assault by the battal- -
ion scheduled to take place aft-
er dark tonight will be the last

(Please see RECORD, Page 2)

15 loa-

5] i

Record
‘operational flight for the unit.|
At first light tomorrow the bat-|
talion will begin the 250-mile
flight back to Fort Benning. It
is expected to make a refueling
istop at Moody Air Force Base
inear Valdosta, Ga., as it did on|
lits hlstory—mahmw night hop!
‘south on Sunday. A ground con-
lvoy of support vehicles left
[Camp Blanding for Fort Ben-
‘hing early this afternoon and
‘was expected to meet the first
flight of helicopters arriving at
Manila Helipad, the headquar-
ters of the battalion, around
111:30 a.an. tomorrow.

Meanwhile staif officers were
exploring the possibility of a
massed pass over the city of|
Columbus for the battalion as 1tf
wings its way into Manila Heli-
ipad at Fort Benning.

{ .+ Cuban Invasion? .

'The staff of the division and
the 227th Bn. have been concern-
ed lest Georgians and Alabam-
2ns link their hurried departure

unday with the integration of
Auburn University and possible
civil support daties there.
C“Now, they’ve gob us invad-
ing Cuba,” said a Florida Na-|
tional Guard special forces
group commander who had been
in an adjacent town Monday
and heard the rumors which had
generated since Sunday.

But the pilots, crew chiefs

and maintenance men of the
227th Assault Helicopter Bat-
talion haven’t had time to pay
attention to rumors since they
landed here Sunday night.
By the time the battalion had
slipped into its landing zones
late Sunday night after a’ 250-
‘mile flight from Fort Benning,
mostly in pitch-black darkness;
only a few hours were left to
plan and mount the next day’s
anti-guerrilla  operation. And,
when a heavy dawn ground mist
lifted Monday, the battalion was
back in the air again.

Contrary to the rumors, the
227th "is mounting assault
against guerrillas who are as-
sumed to have invaded the U.'S.
from a ‘certain Caribbean na-
tion. Working in conjunction with
the Florida National' Guard
crack Special Forces staff and
group leaders, the battalion’s
job is to spear and net a small
but skilled. and elusive band
of Caribbean guerrillas hiding
and training in the swamps and
backwoods of this area, which
lies adjacent to many impor-
tant U.S. defense installations.

In theory, the 227th is carry-
ing sky soldiers of the Third
Battalion, 187th Infantry, the
Army’s first air assault infan-
try battalion. But the troops
are not’ here.

When a‘thipk ‘ea‘rly m'orinving

d
\



AdQO $AG0D - {400
083X o83IX g {oUAX

&

Lt B
fn. 8945

CAMP BLANDING, FIA., = In a historic night flight last
Sunday, 50 UHml TROQUOIS helicopters of the 227th As-
| sault Helicopter Battalion, = 1lth Air Assault Division
Aviation Group, flew from Fort Benning to Camp Bland=
ing to conduct an exercise designed to train the Sky
:‘oojdlefb in @soaul* helicopter techniques.
i This flight is believed
to be the largest control=-
led tactical movement of
Army helicopters over an
N4 extended distance. It was
alsosthe  Tirste time (4
large-scale helicopter
night operation was in
flight  before landing
sites were reconnoitered.
The helicopters made ‘one
scheduled refueling  stop
at Moody Air Force Base
{ at Valdosta, Ga,, and pro=
ceeded on to their des-
tination without incident.
Lt Camp Blanding, the bat-
talion joined with select-
ed elements of the Florida
Naticnal Guard: for a
training exercise  which
marks the first such co=
ordination of air assault
forces with National Guard
forcess,

The alert for the opera-
tion was sounded at 1:30
Sunday afternoon., One hour
later, 26 pilots and their
crews were ready to moveg
by 3:00 pele, all 50 air-
craft were ready to go, At
4200 peme the aircraft de-
parted lanila Helipad and
flew in  perfect formation
to Moody Air Force Base,
The first chopper touched
down at Camp Blanding at
9330 that nighte, :

It Col John B. Stockton,
! CO of the 227th and: It
v ‘ Col Rdward T. Murdock, G-3

; &y/ of the 55th Command Hgs,
(e S . tFlorida Naticnal Guard ac-
; companied the flight.
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| First .Battalionési‘ze‘ Night

 Flight In Air History

A 5Qrunit }'ielicopterv arr‘nédaf chui*ned into

‘Camp

Blanding in total darkness Sunday night in the first
battalion-strength night landing of “choppers” in the

history of aviation.
The history-making night
flight went off without mis-

landed at Cecil Field due to
mechancial trouble. It was
the first time that a large-
scale ' ' night operation was
made before the landing site
had been reconnoitered.

In the first such attempt by
the U. S. Army, 50 UHI . jet-
propelled “choppers,” of . the
‘type being used in South Vief
Nam, took off from Fort Ben-
ning’s ~ Manila Heliport at 4
p. m. Sunday and landed at
Blanding, a distance of 259
nautical miles, at 9:30 p. m.
after a stop at Moody AFB for

re-fueling. Leaving Moody ab

5:30 p. m. the entire flight to
Blanding was made in dark-
ness. \ ;

Manning
were men and officers of the
227th Assault Helicopter Bat-
‘talion of the 11th Air Division

ot e ‘ el
hap, although one helicopter ing armada, often flying a ‘

‘Starke and landing at

the helicopters |

e A S ORI e B SRRy o T 1

£ LA

changed due to bad weather
over the coast. The thunder-
tree-top level, due to fog, then
turned west, passing over
the
Lake City airport for regroup-
ing. It passed over Lake But-
ler on its return  to Camp |
Blanding. !

The helicopters used were of
two types ~— the UH B-model,
the - smaller fighter type,
equipped with machine guns
and 2.75 inch rockets; and the
larger troop-carrying UH D-

model, capable of transporting |

an entire squad consisting of
pilot, co-pilot and 11 troops.
Fach helicopter, completely
equipped, cost around $324,-
000—a total of over $16,000,-
000 ‘represented ip the 50
landing. here. :
Riding on the maneuver in
one of the choppers was ai
exciting experience for a Tele-

Aviation Group, based at Ben- | 5‘1.7aph*'5.1.'ep°ﬂ?el" skimming over

tops at heishts of
7n 0 YA ) e

pine . tr

e & L EERe = Bl

An ‘alert for the uaigue op-

eration was sounded at 1:301

p. m. Sunday without. previous
warning. One hour later,” 26
pilots and: their crews were
ready: to move out, and at 2
p. m., all : '
ready to go.. Affer an hour’s
briefing, they took. to the air.

The 187th Pathfinder De-|

tachment — seven' —enlisted |
men and one officer aboard .a
chopper—had the mission of
selecting the' landing area at
Blanding for the huge armada

Arriving late Sunday - after-.

noon, they arranged to guide |

each  aircraft in to a safe

landing with red signal lights |

mounted in trees ' and -on
Blanding water tanks.

The purpose of the helicop-
ter pattalion, in time of  in-
vasion —particularly in gue-
rilla type warfare—would be
to lift troops into an area,
with the advantage of sur-
prise, for general harrassment
of the enemy: also to put on
a “show of force” designed to
intimidate and disperse the

50 aireraft:. were|

ling

[
!

invaders.

i
The assigned problem for
the Blanding maneuver con-
sisted of locating company-
sized units of “enemy agents’”’
that had theoretically infil-
trated the wooded areas of
Northeast Florida, conducting
small-scale = nuisance  raids,
murders, pillaging, and killing
or kidnapping local citizens.
A mass flight was scheduled
to start from Blanding at 8
a. m. Monday, but was delayed
more than an hour by heavy
fog. Originally planned to
make a loop over Orange Park.
St. Augustine, Flagler Beach,
Keystone Airport, and back to

Blanding, the course was
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LT, COL. STOCKTON BRIEFS MAJOR GENERAL HENRY W. McMILLAN, ADJUTANT
GENERAL, MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA, ON EXERCISE "BULLWHIP".
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| Inclement weather in the
iColumbus - Fort Benning
| area yesterday forced the
’r turning helicopters of -
(the 11th Air Assault Di-
‘ vision's 227th  Assault

| Helicopter Battalion to

! lay over here,

| The battalion, which has

i Just . completed . Operation

IBullwb1D“ is expected to

{ return today, Weather per

imitting9 they will arrive

ishortly before noon,

CAMP BLANDING, FLA., - The initial success of last Sun-
day's hlstorlc night flight by members of the 227th
Assault Helicopter Battalion might have been marred

by an accident had it nct been for the ef fforts of
the 187th Pathfinder Detachment. ; 1
The detachment, com- bean ransmitters  and

manded by Capt Raymondfoma71 lights to guide each
Tomlinson, made possible chopper to a safe landing,
the flawless completion of |all of which was done un-=
the long 250-mile flight ider cover of darkness.
from Fort Benning to the| But the Pathfindersf
Florida training post, work is not done when the
Although the Pathfinders laircraft have landed. They
didn't get to work until imust then find and mark
after the more than two jwith signal lights any ob-
score UH=1 TROQUOIS heli-|stacle tall enough to 1nm,
copters had departed FOPt]tere”e with a low flying |
Benning, by the time the hellcopters During "Operd=
ships arrived  at Cwmplllon Blail Iwhidpitestbhis g ne
Blanding the group had|cluded water towers, flag-
selected landing sites for ipoles and tall trees,
the aircraft, | Every man in the detach=
The men of the detach-|ment is both airborne and
ment employ portable radio rappelling qualified,
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ithreedday @

&t to flv over Columbus. aomxt
4 pan. teday before landing at|:
[ Manils Helipad on the post nesr
1.8, Highway 27 &l 4:30,

The homnwarﬁ hound 227
Cldssaalt 11?@}\::0;;191" Bin., which
left Floeida bases aboud noon,

i)

e
L;f;‘

B¢

1; iheu hesx(famez‘s afier a
ise, wers supect-

ad and sronnded last
mum‘eiw

L 1Ond

P
L
o
|

19 gan. teday most

i nesr Jacksonville “'/h'x‘e & Com

;rali fato the storm.

i xbﬁ;ty 320[1—8‘&1%“31{1

L ed iis dast massed night
o this objective (Keystose Adr

Cville and &0 miles
‘1

Ishios as they chop

mm' Lr.m@\\r ard fiving lege. Ome
ship foom O "ff\mmmv was {ore-
‘d La f:mcz m; \“)f—‘ 9 i
IRY DEaT ud".r { ts F |
injurad, and ihe ship
wasn't damages.

The battalive hed plasned a
T Jdeyel pass over the u“av of
nizzmmb shortly affer 11 a,m.
today 58 & Romenoing geﬁu
ta (=1max itz histoer ;
mazsad night 1anrimws n ¥l :mh
au “ing the ‘asz few days. But ab
of the aircraft|

2

FRE

were still ground

and at Cectl Naval &k Eamtwn i

pany . sought re{u
storm.
The hall aﬁmx

froai thel

? vi) near Starks, Fia., abost
63 wmitles woufhweﬁ of Jackson-
wo8h Awg-l
tine. }* had vefueled aud wasi

headed for Valdosta Municipal] -

Alrport by companles when #
Very high winds buifeted the
pad info the
hiack night sky :—‘rd tarrential|
rain drenched them, makweg ws» i

é,efm w hdﬂ
mrmmamiczm

Tonditions were
haf the company
ﬁrdered thexr ?uv‘zﬂatm
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WEDNESDAY, 8 JANUARY 1964 FORT BENNING, GA, 31905

FLY-OVER OF PHENIX CITY, COLUMBUS
227TH WRAPS UP "DULLWHIP,"
WILL RETURN AT NOON TODAY

CAMP BLANDING, FLA, = The 11lth Air Assault Divisionfs
227th Assault Helicopter Battalion completed its night
anti-guerrilla operations here last night and began
the 250-mile return trip to Fort Benning.

: T The battalion is expect-
ed to fly into Manila
Helipad in  the Harmony
Church area at noon todaya

The return trip will be
highlighted by a precision
fly-over of Phenix City
and Columbus shortly be=
fore noone.

Tuesday®s action in
‘i0peration Bullwhip'" saw
the 227th, commanded by Lt
Col John Be Stockton, take
to .the air to intercept
and destroy a simulated
eneny force attempting to
escape by sea between St.
Augustine and  Jackson-
Fla., Leading the
+ of 47 UH-1 TROQUOIS
pters was Maj Gerald
Be Simons, commanding of=-
ficer of Company A.

After reaching the coast
the choppers headed out to
sea and made simulated
firing runs on enemy ships
in the area, then turned
and flew over St. Augus=
tine on their way back to
Camp Blanding.

In other action during
the mock war, an appeal
from the Iatin American
countries asking the
United Nations and the
United States for aid was
received, Following the
receipt of the plea, simu-
lated U.Se Army Special
Forces teams were dis-
patched to the beleagured
Iatin nations,




R

Sl ViV o Iy 16 Januvary 19

m:;zzz/ We B

 Tlordds

besy C“m, ral B cudi

I vaulé 1ike ] express the ppprecdotion of the officers and aen cf
2 Batbtalion for the wey in which you and the
3 aL@rs af y@ur gtafl & $iu ed ng duving "Operabion Bullwhip®s Without
your generovs help, your excellent training feeility, and your cowplete
cooperation, the exercise could not have succecded, ‘

The manner in which sll of this was done podnts out the resl meaning

of the "Une Army Cann@aﬁ“.

Pleage pass on to all of your m“?*mx,zwl our thanks and appregisztion.
You have contributed ismmespurebly to the finsl proof of the sir assault
concende

Singerely,

JUHI B BRCCHION
1% Colonel, Arwor
Conwanding

asvaet




HEADQUARTE KRG
MILITARY DEPARTHMENT

STATE QOF FLORIDA
OFFICE CF THI ANJUTANT GENERAL

STATE ARSENAL. 8T. AUGUSTINE
Jmo'm
Januvary 1G6L

D¢

AT

Lot e Lol B Ste ¢ ton
Commanding Officer
certhAgsanlt Melicopter Tlattalion
ot enning, @ CEeohgia

Doar Colonel Stockton:

Ioweant & expross iy apprecintion to you and the ‘members
of your Haltslion for the many kindnoesses onid courtesies extended
tome oy ine iy Baconelne s PRLE LLWIE D12 atics ampd@landing. i1t
ig haprdato single out any individual . but .1 wigh ‘that you would
exproasiny dpbreciation tonGapta W H DO sho rivliyoury PTGV and
Leapt., Viovloy B ofithe Cain Coompany. Without their support and ‘
help, it wouvld have been impogsible to obtain the publicity desired
during this operation. "

Lowlishoyonvand allthe members of your Hattalion much
suceess. in your future operationg.  Lilaiow that they will not be
ey, agithey never ware inian organization of this type, particu-
larly when it requires so much shake--down and rcorganization
in order to develop the specific urits which will accomplish the
missions assigned by the Army. 1t has been a long time since T
have wilncssod an esprit ag hich as that displayed by the members
ot your Ballalion, I am sure that you can be proud of them, as
can the Lrmy, and that they will with perscverance develop a
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6—THE COLUMBUS, GA., LEDGER, MON., JAN. 6, 1964

KISSING FAMILY GOODBYE BEFORE FLORIDA FLIGHT IS WARRANT OFFICER CURTIS GOODMA
L-R: Goodman, Wife Patricia, 2811 Ladd St.; Children Jackie, Sheree, Brian

DINNER LEFT ON TABLE AS ALERT CAME

BY JOHN COOMBES of telephone calls were made topany commanders who were to|da showed most ships were
Staff Writer cfficers and enlisted men living [take part in the history-making manned even then — just one
CAMP BLANDING, Fla. — off-post and scattered as far|250-mile helicopter hop to Flori-|hour after the alert was put out.

away as Atlanta.
But despite the short notice, |
the battalion briefing for com-|

There was fried chicken at the
Doyle’s home on East Linden
Drive: in Columbus yesterday,
but Daddy’s portion went uneat-
en.

Daddy is Sp-5 John E. Doyle.
He’s a crew chief of a helicop-
ter in the 11th Air Assault Di-
vision’s 227th Assault Helicopter"
Bn.

Doyle’s pretty wife, Ruth, had
just called “it’s on the table”
when the phone rang, and that|
ended the tough, stocky New
Englander’s plans to enjoy fried|
chicken for Sunday dinner.

The call was instructions for
the crew chief to report to his
unit immediately. Hundreds of
other Air Assault Division aviat-
ors and crew chiefs were re-
ceiving the same calls.

In 15 Minutes

“T quickly changed into- my
uniform while my wife threw,
some lunch into a sack,” said
Doyle. “I ate it on the way to
the post. I was at my ship 15|
minutes from the time the call
came.” 1

At the ‘Doyle home, 3973 E.“
Linden Dr., daughters Denise,
7, Susan, 6, and Becky, 5, want-|
ed to know where Daddy was|
headed. Doyle himself didn’t
know. o

To make the alert more real-
istie, the 227th Bn. commander|
Lt. Col. John B. Stockton, had|
allowed his men to go on week-|
end passes and other normal
privileges. J

1
T AL S L) BRI SR, T O a ot Th ooty X AEVIURE 9 BRGoi|




THURSDAY, JAN. 9, 1064

’ First Battalion-Size Night
. Flight In Air History
A 50rﬁnit }'ielicopterv arr‘nédaf éhui*ned into

Blanding in total darkness Sunday night in the first
battalion-strength night landing of “choppers” in the

history of aviation.
The history-making night
flight went off without mis-

landed at Cecil Field due to
mechancial trouble. It was
the first time that a large-
scale ' ' night operation was
made before the landing site
had been reconnoitered.

In the first such attempt by
the U. S. Army, 50 UHI . jet-
propelled “choppers,” of . the
‘type being used in South Vief
Nam, took off from Fort Ben-
ning’s ~ Manila Heliport at 4
p. m. Sunday and landed at
Blanding, a distance of 259
nautical miles, at 9:30 p. m.
after a stop at Moody AFB for

re-fueling. Leaving Moody ab

5:30 p. m. the entire flight to

Blanding was made in dark-|

ness. \

Manning
were men and officers of the
227th Assault Helicopter Bat-
‘talion of the 11th Air Division

‘Camp

e el
hap, although one helicopter ing armada, often flying a ‘

‘Starke and landing at

the helicopters |

changed due to bad weather
over the coast. The thunder-
tree-top level, due to fog, then
over
the |
Lake City airport for regroup-
ing. It passed over Lake But-
ler on its return  to Camp |
Blanding. !

The helicopters used were of
two types ~— the UH B-model,
the - smaller fighter type,
equipped with machine guns
and 2.75 inch rockets; and the
larger troop-carrying UH D-

turned west, passing

model, capable of transporting |

an entire squad consisting of
pilot, co-pilot and 11 troops.
Fach helicopter, completely
equipped, cost around $324,-
000—a total of over $16,000,-
000 ‘represented ip the 50
landing. here. :
Riding on the maneuver in
one of the choppers was ai
exciting experience for a Tele-

Aviation Group, based at Ben= | graph: reporter, skimming over

2o iisa tops.at heights of

An alert for the paigue op-

eration was sounded ab 1:307

p. m. Sunday without previous
warning. One hour later, 26
pilots and: their crews were

ready  to move out, and at 2|

p. m., all B0 aircraft: were
ready to go.: After an hour’s
briefing, they took to the air.

The 187th Pathfinder De-|!

tachment —— seven: enlisted
men and one officer aboard .a
chopper—had the mission of
selecting the' landing area at
Blanding for the huge armada

Arriving. late Sunday - aftei‘—“
noon, they arranged to guide |

each  aircraft in to a safe

landing with red signal lights |

mounted in trees ' and -on
Blanding water tanks.

The purpose of the helicop-
ter pattalion, in time of  in-
vasion —particularly in gue-
rilla type warfare—would be
to lift troops into an area,
with the advantage of sur-
prise, for general harrassment
of the enemy: also to put on
a “show of force” designed to
intimidate and disperse the
invaders.

[
!

|

|

The assigned problem for
the Blanding maneuver con-
sisted of locating company-
sized units of “enemy agents’”’
that had theoretically infil-
trated the wooded areas of
Northeast Florida, conducting
small-scale = nuisance  raids,
murders, pillaging, and killing
or kidnapping local citizens.

A mass flight was scheduled
to start from Blanding at 8
a. m. Monday, but was delayed
more than an hour by heavy
fog. Originally planned to
make a loop over Orange Park.
St. Augustine, Flagler Beach,
Keystone Airport, and back to

Blanding, the course was
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LT, COL. STOCKTON BRIEFS MAJOR GENERAL HENRY W. McMILLAN, ADJUTANT
GENERAL, MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA, ON EXERCISE "BULLWHIP".
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being testol by the Division itself.
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ON  RUCKET LAUNCHER |

FORT BENNTI Buvesohn idea paid off for thpfr»‘

227th Aslt Hel Bn recently when SFP5 Law-!

rence Dy Salmon of Co A developed ai
method for boresighting the XM-3 ROCKETf
LAUNCHER systems. i
' Working from an didea, SP5 Salmon de-§
veloped ‘a technigue that does away withi
the telescopic sight formerly used, andi
over three hours of. time that used to bej
spent in precisely positioning the aire(
craft, :

Salmen’e method requires approx1matblyg
15 minutes to completely accomplish the%
boresighting and has been tested on two
live fire exercises,

: Previous methods of performing the bore%
. sighting required about four hours most{
of Wthh was spent in leveling the aliuﬁ
craft with the use of jacks, @

This is another example of how the%

ideas and contributions of the men of the

11th help to.improve the very concepts,L

H :«»v,’y—.
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AJVAVeA L], ; - PIG News Release
Informetion Officer PO . 24 May 84
i1th 48D - 227th Aslé Hel Bn : who
It Benning, GA Bt Benning, Ga

1. UFollowing news relense iz from the 227th Aplt Hel Bng

HAPPY TIGER QUK SHIP SCORDS

; Company D (Che Happy Pigers), 227th Assanls Helicopter Battalion, reoently won an
invitationsl sericl gunnery contest sponsored by the 226th Aerisl Surveilsnoe and
Lvtack Battalion, which is vomposed of armed Mohswks. Uompany "D"y commanded by Capt
Francis P Baxrvy, Jre, utilizing ons lomely UH-13 Heligopter equipped with a combination
of rockets sand machine guns, oubfived the bost gunners of the 226%4h Battalion, who

were using thelr "Hunter-Killep” lohawks, he th Bettalion had esrlier olaimed that : j
ause all that the 227th had was their ‘

they could easily outfire the 227th Battalion b
"little ole Hueys.™ However, the final HOOL'E,

from the center of terget, was 67 foeb for the

Killers, ;

2o Would appreciate it if you ean run this in the Sky Soldier, and the Bﬁyonet,

WALPON H GSBORNE, ITX
Captain sig ©




Escort platoon enroute to "link-up" with troop-
carrying helicopters.
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RIFLE SQUAD

ADVANCES in a skirmish line after being dropped by Bell UH-1D Iroquois troop carrier from

assault helicopter battalion.
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Formation flying during unit
training exercise.
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PERFECT FORMATION
227TH HUEY!S
SUPPORT 188TH

FORT BENNING, In a perfect
formatien of 20 aircraft,
Company D of the 227th As-
sault Helicopter Battalicn
returned to Manlla Heli-
port yesterday after seve-
ral days at Fort Stewart,
Gas

The helicopter company
was abt the eastern Georgla
installation to support!
members of the 1st .Bat'--E
talion, = 188th Infantry,
who were undergoing train-
ing there, |

More than 650 Sky Sol-|
diers from the 188th and
supporting units have been
at Fort Stewart since De-
cember 7. - :

While at Fort Stewart,
the men of /Company D,
227th, worked to perfect a
meneuver known as the "hop
skip and Jjump.” In this
type of operation, the in-
fantrymen are landed in an

enemy-infested area, and|

advance 6,000 to 8,000
meters ahead to flush out]
resistance. They are then

another location to repeat
the maneuver,

All troops in the exer-
cise are due back today. |
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TYPICAL COMPAY-SIZE assault helicopter attack formation consists of: (1) four pla-
toons of four UH-1Ds—each with a squad aboard; (2) four aerial rocket UH-1Bs; (3)
four aerial weapons 7.62-mm. machine-gun UH-1Bs, and (4) two armed Grumman OV-1s.
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"Sky Soldiers" rapelling onto the ohtective - an ‘_
otherwise inaccessible area.






T NS LA LKA . ‘
[H DESIGNS UNIQUE TENT
e e Y el ~
REDUCES WEIGHT
FORT BENNING. » «Sky Spldiers who attended the Division
lnrlthue on SKY SOID.ER I in Theater #1L Tuesday
fwere Inifon 8 surprise when they saw a ‘downod‘v Jueye .
"} - Naturally, the comments | This Tent can ~also be
Ywere "boy that Huey didn?ti,usud as a living shelter

‘have much rcom to land ingfiand a command post vhere
the pilot was lucky tomen can work on thelr air-

bring it down in that | craft in the field during
' small clearing in front ofvlmoﬁt field conditions.
‘the theater.' i The 227th's new idea has'"

~ later, when the men came | not been adopted yet. They.
out of the building for;are still logking for
‘their first break for a| better and lighter ways to
I breather, they saw two| moves .
- small tents pitched — meskh f—- : ST
. to the aircraft,
; In the window they saw ai
(sign, Stockton’s Shelter”:
' The men from the 227th]
 had the audience fooled|
icomnletely and had a novel §
lway of putting their idea!
;across to many men who!
| gathered for the critique.
Yes, the men from thef
1227th were just trying out
their imew fdss keoping in
line with Brig Gen Harry
Wa0o Kinnard, 1lth CG, who
has encouraged all men tog - Lt e
submit new ideas and move ~ o
lighter with the 1lth., = | CORRECT |
It Col John B. Stockton, ! .
CO of the 227th Aslt  Hell: o The 227th | Aslt Hel Bn
Bn, found that the tent— . ~ Story in yesterday's  SKY
SOIDIER, should read: A

AN e e R

age in his outfit weighed!
76,750 1ha, He called Capt | reductlon of 18,250 in~-
Jim B. Aikman, GO of Co B Pielel Lt ool
and his men to come upwith : | : !
an idea to reduce pounds. - : e
The men who attended the
‘critique saw the results:
ta small tent weighing 1
" jilbs pitched on each side
fof the aircraft near the;
fuselage. |
The tentage for the out-
fit now weighs 1500 lbs,
a reduction of 17,250 lbs. |
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The "Kinnard Wheels" being used to move ai rcraf
a better camouflaged area. ;
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{ BY JOHN COMBES

s ‘Staff Writer

MANILA HELIPORT — Just in
|case someone in the dark re-
cesses of the Pentagon is solicit-
ing passenger testimonials, let
me say I'd ‘ride to that place

w

and back with Col. George P.
;|Seneff’s copter and Mohawk
, | pilots.

Seneff’s 11th “Aviation group,
| which is the air arm of the Army’s
.|new Air Assault Division, compris-
es a collection of rare birds. And
to fly with them is an education
and an honor.

They include men like Lt. Col.
.|John Stockton, who established the
helicopter program in Viet Nam.
CWO Thomas Tolbert another vet-
eran of the rice paddy war in
*|Southeast Asia. Crew Chief Sp. 5
Christopher Holbrook who loves
‘|his ship almost as much as his
‘| wife Monica. Capt. Robert Wise
who is Stockton’s exec and loves
flying more than anything else.
Crew Chief Sp.5 John Doyle who

i

¥

W

or

STOCKTON

TOLBERT

of orders as each platoon took off.
We were the fifth ship airborne
and o":gsister ships follswed us

‘up overfthe Highway 27,
| ship plaboon ahead was tdfning to!
|the right<in perfect formation. |
| “T'm turning more sharply than!
]they are,” explained  Byars |
’the sweet note of the Huey’s ro-
Itor changed to a raucous Blata- |
BlataBlata “We'll cut the flying
distance.” 1

Now began the time and di-
rection checks. We were on time
at the intersection. “Are our ships|
to the left with us?” asked By-
ars over the intercomm. The
were coming up. i

Soon it was time for a frequen-|
¢y change which brought us into|
radio contact with the sky soldiers
on the ground. We were nearing
the pickup area fast and ‘“Happy
Tiger” told the waiting troops to|
let the smoke go. Four delicate
columns - of white, green, pink|
and violet smoke wafted their|
way skyward and seconds later|
we were coming down. Thel
ground came up to meet us, and |
at the last moment the ship rear-|
ed back like a spirited stallion|
and we touched down a few feeti|
from the sputtering green smoke!|
bomb.: ; ‘ |

The troops were crouched in the
cover waiting. Now they sprang|
forward and piled into the cabin.
They locked safety belts: and the/
sergeant punched Byars’ shoul- |
der to signify doors were closed
and the load secured. The lead
platoon was already airborne. Our||
big rotor began to beat the air|
{more rapidly and we rose,

hopes one day to be a pilot. And
the Assault Battalion’s newest
pilot W. O. Murray Stookley, who
flies as a co-pilot and spends

every available minute studying

the techniques his older, more
experienced col-
leagues have
perfected.

For 35 mi-
nutes yesterday
we were privi-
leged to ride in
one. of the lead
Hueys of Lt.
Col. John Stock-
ton’s 227th As-
sault Helicopter
Battalion which
provide a sort of battle field bus
service for the sky soldiers of the
Air Assault Division. :

Our mission was to lift a com-
pany of sky soldiers from one
position and take them around to
the flank of a large guerrilla
force. I was assigned to the lead
ship of the 2nd Platoon flown by

.dark, handsome young Texan,

apt. Harold S. Byars.

About 15 minutes before takeoff
e were summoned to the briefing
oom where Capt. Frank (Happy

* Tiger) Henry and operations of-

icer Lt. Jack W. Crooks briefed
ilots on the operation.

“We’ll start engines at 1555,
aid Henry, “in 10 minutes from
ow. You'll fly in heavy left

| formation” (meaning there’d be

one of the four ships which made

Reporter Hitches Copter Ride

up our platoon to the right and

rear of our lead ship and two

ships in line to the left).
Henry had decided on this for-

mation to enable us all to make
tighter turns fo the right and cut
flying distance as we moved into
formation.

The troops we were to pick up
would be waiting in groups of 28.
Each of our ships could earry
seven men. We were fo land where
a green smoke grenade was burn-
ing. To our left and right would be
other platoons landing on white,
pink and violet markers.

AVIATION GROUP COMMANDER, CRW CHIEF
Col. George P. Seneff (Right), Sp. 5 Holbrook

the South. Thus we were pinpoint-
ed for amost every minute of our
flying time. :

Now, as the briefing ended,
group commander Col. Seneff
rose and congratulated everyone
for their performanece. Since Sun-
day morning they had flown hun-|'
dreds of troop lift and aerial ar-|
tillery support missions. They had
catnapped in the briefing room or
in their cars outside. This was to
be their last mission. Byars grin-|.
ned and muttered: “Oh boy, home
and sleep tonight.” But Seneff]
reminded everyone that reporting
would be 0630 Thursday moming
for the next phase of operations.

Strapped into the Huey’s eo-
pilot’s seat we donned the big avi-
ators helmet and pressed the lit-
tle button (like a car dimmer)
at our feet to be sure our radio
link to the pilot and the other
ships was working.

Over the radio came a stream

(Please see RIDE, Pagé 2)

We were to pick up the troops
at 1605 hours, depart the pickup
point at 1610 hours and have them
on the ground at the new objective
by 1618 hours. The precise time-
table which helicopter pilots op-
erate is important to the opera-
tion. They are frained to fly to
time. ; :

_Capt. Henry and Lt. Crooks had

worked out an elaborate system of
time checks on the maps and we
now marked these off. At a cer-
tain time we would pass an inter-
section. Three minutes later we
would be over a lake and turn to

— =

BOYD

Four Heavy Guns :
| To our left two of the Attack|
Company’s ships, . each ‘armed|
with four heavy machine guns|
that can fire a total of 2200
rounds a minute and cut a col-
umn of men to pieces, were
watching over us. J ‘

Troops are the most precious
load ever consigned to a helicop-
ter pilot and the attack ships|
were there to protect us. Minutes|
before we hit the objective area
they put their noses down and
swept over the landing area raking
it with deadly streams of fire.

Switched Again

We - switched frequences again
and our radio picked the ground
force nearby. The sergeant behind
Byars watched the map intently
and checked it against the ground |
he could see from the ship’s side|
windows.

“Here we go,” he muttered to|
his squad and down we went.
‘Doors,” yelled Byars and the ser-
geant nodded and detailed the last|
out on either side to close the
doors.. Then we were down and
the troops were ouf, racing for||
cover and firing into the bushes in |,
case an ambush might have been |
set. The doors slid home and in a ||
second we were rising over the
pine forests and the sandy banks
of Upatoi Creek. 1

We were headed home and the
radio crackled - with instructions
from Happy Tiger. Then came the
voice of Col. Seneff who had ob-
served the operations from his |:
own hip hovering high above. us.
“See that evervone gets a good
night’s sleep tonight,” he caution-
ed.

* The familiar landmarks now
came back into view and we came
into land. Byars took the ship in
over the vacant copter stands to
the last one on his right. He turn-
ed and it seemed we hung there for |
a minute before we came down
gently on the runners. From take-
off to landing the operation had
‘taken 35 minutes. In that time we
had dealt the enemy a nasty blow, |
picking up the sky soldiers’ spear-
head and ramming it into his side.

Byars unstrapped the .45 auto-
matic he had carried on his chest,
and went off for some well earned |
sleep.







HEADQUARTERS
227TH ASSAULT HELTCOPTER BATTALION
11TH ATR ASSAULT DIVISION
fort Benning, Georgia
AJVAV-AH-C ' 16 July 1964

SUBJEQT: Battalion Flying Time

1. As listed below are the flying times and landings as flown by
this battalion for the period 18 February 1963 to 31 March 1964.

2. MTotal flying time - 21,194 hours.
3. Total sorties = 33,706.
4. Total day landings:
a. Battalion = 70
b. Company = 1,837
¢. Platoon = 6,712
5. Total night landings:
a. Battalion - 38
b. Company - 226
c. Platoon = 937
6. A total of 27 pilots have been trained and rotary wing instrum-

ent tickets have been issuede. Subject personnel are graduates of the
227th Assault Helicopter: Battalion's instrument programe.

4 cuvt B H &Mlﬁm OM’ V(M’(—

. WELCH
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| T SUPPORT 188TH INFANTRY
:60 MEN, 20 CHOPPERS FR@?"?»
"4”27“3‘%’% GO TO FORT STEWART

| FORT BENNING, . sMore than 60 men and twenty helicepters
| from Company D
{ 11th AAD Av1atlon Group departed yesterday for Fort

Stewart,

227¢th Assault * Helicépter Battalion,

Ga,, where they will support the more than
650 men from the lst Battalion, 188th Infantry, who
are presently ungaged in training near there. .

b

The personnel of the
227th traveled in thelr
lovn UH~1B . and UH=-1D. IRO~
iQUOIQ hellcopters.

The helicopters from.the
|asscult helicopter -bate
talion will be used by the

. linfantrymen to drop into

aggressor-held  territory
‘and flush the enemy out. ;

Using an action known as
”hop skip and jump,” ‘the
men of the 188th will
‘clear an area from 6,000
to 8,000 meters ahead of
their aircraft, then board
the choppers once more and
£1y ' to  another ' area 'to
continue the same opera-
tions!

The overall exercise,
under the command of the
1st Air Assault Brigade.
commander, Col George ©Se
Beatty, Jr., -is the first
for the 188th since being
! formed recently.
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BELL TO GIVE
TAILOR -~ MADE

Two representatives of
the Bell Helicopter Com-
pany visited the  227th
Aslt Hel Bn yesterday for
the express purpose of
looking over the battalion
in its use of the UH-1D
in an attempt 1o create a
tallored Delta modbl for
the Divisione

The two Tech Reps, a Mr
Calista and Mr:Carroway,
accompanied members of. Co
D on a formation' training
 flight ' to get a Dbetter.
idea of the military use,
of the Delta 'model’ sq &s.
to meke recommendations
| for Moddfication,, .
| One design whange being
. tested is the l2-passenger
‘version of the Delta model
jwhich will enable an extra
?passenger, such as a for-
 ward ‘Observer, to accom-
| pany the Infantry squad on
l;1133 miseion,

S

o




Ga,, Thursday Morning, February 20, 1964
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ROTARIANS AIRLIFTED TO FORT BENNING — Members of the Columbus Rotary Club held

their Wednesday meeting in the Main Officers Open Mess as guests of fellow club member Maj.
Gen. C. W. G. Rich, commanding general at Fort Benning. The Rotarians were airlifted to the
post by helicopter, leaving from King’s Airport. A fotal of 160 members and guests attended the
meeting. At top are, left to right, Rotarians A. A. Thompson, F. B. Mainor, L. G. Pease, George
Mendenhall, before hoarding a helicopter with host Sp5 Charles Calhoun. At bottom are, left to
right, Capt. George B. Calhoun, commanding officer, Company C, 227th Assault Helicopter Bat- |
talion, and Rotarians J. J. Solomon and Thomas King seated in the helicopter. — Enquirer pho-

tos by Robie Ray. )
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; ightweight mai ntenance
by the 227th,







#Bullwhip 7" receives orientation in
battalion aircraft.




The battalion mascoty "Bullwhip " chats

with "Big Bad John," B Company mascot,

at Family Day activities,

2 "THE THINKER'"




"Bullwhip 7" being promoted to Private First Class
at retreat ceremonies.




IGER, MON
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CAMP BLANDING, Fla, — ;
Bullwhip, a six-year-old chim- |
pauzes and mascot of Tort |

|
|

Benning’s 227th Assault Heli-

copter Bn., was as mad as a |
| chitnp can be.
He’s been ‘tearing up his
at Wort Benning because :
a tardy handler cost him his
first chance for a helicopter

ride — and an cperational one

at that.

Bullwhip, like every other
member of the battalion, was
‘alerted for an extended flight
- to Florida yesterday. But even
before the alert was hbroad-

st, Bullwhip knew some-
ng was: up.. Call it a
chimp’s’ sixth sense, if you
wish, 3

Anyway, he was fuming fo-
day, He watched the battalion
staff dash into headquarters -
‘then dash out again and head
_ for the helicopter pad, and he
 waited patieatly for his keep-
cer focome and get him.

Down on  Manila Helipad,
television - cameramen and
press  photographers = were
waiting for Bullwhip, too.

Slowly the minutes to take-
off time ticked by, and still
. no sign of Bullwhip. Calls were
sent out by telephone and ra-
.dio, but that key man, the
" keeper, couldn’t be found. Re-

luctantly, the cameramen
: clambered aboard their, as-
¢ slgned aircraft ‘and the big

rotors “began churning the
¢ dust.
- Y know he’ll be mad as hell,”
i said Lt. Col. John B. Stock- |
ton, the commander of the |
‘battalion. “But it’s too late
now. ; z |
¢ “Poor old Bullwhip. He'll !
‘have to come down to Florida
with the road convoy now, if |
~he comes at all.
“No wonder he’s mad.” -

fos
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" CWO Dusne J. Bouza, a| His aircraft was downed by| Another member of  the
' wmember of the 1tth Air Ags-hostile five, the citation read, | 227th, Capt. Francis'P. Bar-
3 Soisira 1 a1 3 IO I o b ” e fr
sault Division’s 227th Assault] éuﬁl altl?ofxgh'hft\} as ,uti;.h;“-d,’ i\y L,C was I:il'(‘;emeﬁ[ ;ax;
S WiclCopier. Battalion recent:| 29MsaiWas plisImenta . 1n ) ATy, LOmIMCHdavion: Meq
+ iy was awavded the Distin- aiding other members of the|for outstanding service QS'
© guished Flying Cross for|crew, evacuating them to ataviation officer of the 3rd
& bravery in Vietnam. safe area and then returning Armored Cavalry Regiment
The presentation was made to the gurcratt to render itlin Germany from Novembezj,:
. by Maj. Gen, Harry W. C. useless to the enemy. 1940, to October, 1963,
Kinnard, 1ith Al U \ssault T
dolmanding general,
Bouza, a helicopter pilot,
‘was cited for bravery under:
enemy fire while on a mis-
{ glon in Vietnam, April 6,
| 1963, ¢ Sl

SR




Presentation of awards and decoratidns
to battalion members,







The 11th AAD Commander, Maj Gen Kinnard, |
Presents decorations, \




The division commander and battalidn staff
members honor the flag at retreat formation.




"FAMILY DAY ACTIVITIES"



ssault Helicopter . Bate
talion, commanded by Ib
Col John B, Stockton, has
scheduled a special brief-
ing and series: of films
depicting the battalion®s
activities for dependents
at Theater #11 on 8th Di- |
vision Road, f

The special program will |
be npla Seturday, February
1, at 945 am.

Fcatured on the program
will be an explanation by
battalion = executive of-
ficer Maj Leo Soucek on
the functions of the 227th.
Special TV film clips will
be shown, telling the
story of the battalion on
Operation Bullwhip din
Florida earlier this[
month, Films of the 227th|
participation in the AUSA
Mobility  Symposium last
November at - Fort Benning
will also be showne % |

Refreshments will Dbe |
served to the Sky Soldiers
and their families,

ﬂ() }‘EN.\L[NG 20¢0 uThC 927 Gh |




W

LEARN ABOUT ’COPTERS . .. Members of the 227th Assault Helicopter Bat-
talion staged an action-packed Family Activities Day celebration yesterday at
Manila Heliport for throngs of spectators. (I~R) 1st Lit. Dale E. Sherrod, project
officer, explains how the UH-1B Iroquois helicopter is used by the 11th Air As-
sault Division Aviation Group Sky soldiers to Mrs. William Shoults, 4938 Havin
Court, Columbus, and her children Eric, 2, and Shawn, 1, (in Mrs. Shoults’ arms)
and Mrs. Albert Lujan and Mr. Lujan of 4701 Pollman St., Columbus. ) !

5
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Capy No
227th AHB
Ft Bemming, Georgia
281135R
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OPCRD # 2
REF: FB Special Map "B", 1:50,000
I, SITUATION.

Circumstances have bedn such that there has been inadequate time to
properly inform all members of the 227th Aslt Hel Bn and their families of
the outstanding achievements of recent weeks.

II, MISSION.

The battalion will inform the Officers, Men, and Families of these re-
cent events, and bring together the dependents of the "Pouvoir'" battalion
for the purpose of providing entertainment, and fellowship.

I1I, EXECUTION.

a6 A members of the 227th Aslt Hel Bn will depart their respective
company areas SO as to arrive at Post Theater #11, NLT 9945 hours, 1 Feb 64.

b, Anyone whose dependents desire to attend will be released in
sufficient time to accompany their families to the theater.

Co AT peisons will be seated by 6955 hours.
(el i s I fapes, AUSA film, and etc. will be shown by the Battalion CommO.
IV, ADMISISTRATION AND LOGISTICS¢

a., Bach company will have the unit guidon placed in front of theater
#11 by 0915 hours. '

b. All mascots within the battalion will be on display in front of the
theater by 0930 hours. (Bring the zoo)

c. The Battalion Mess Sgt will furnish refreshments after the show.
Vo, COMMAND AND SIGNAL.
ae. Battalion Commander ~ Bullwhip-7.

Bo CommO will sort out the detailse

STOCKTON
Lt Col

OFFICIAL:

Y



LA,
Ou3X touEx

FORT BENNING..Sky Soldiers

fithe o2th Asllyl - HelliBn
rill stage a gala Family
i Activities Day tomorrow at
| 20 a.me at Manila Heliport
irith an action=packed pro=
gram for: all. " dependent
wives and children of the
fien of the 227th. '
{ From jeep rides to heli-
lcopter rides, the day'si:
fpro sram promises plenty of
;bXC“tcmbﬁt for both young
»and 0ld as dependents have
a first opportunity to see
| 1fhat Daddy does at work’
in line with the new Airy
Assault Conceple : i

Many kiddie events willl
dominate the attention ofl
{youngsters while staticl
displays of aircraft andf
equipment will be avail=y
able for all to seeo |

Climaxing the events isi
a scheduled aireshow, with
aerial demonstrations of
| the type of flying done iny
the field on actual opera=
tionss '

Among the many events is!
a parachute jump by path=
finders of the 187th, a|
rappelling exhibition from
a helicopter, etc.

The Bell Helicopter Com=
pany will furnish a new
| OH=13 SIOUX, for the pur-
.poge of providing rides
| for the dependsntse

e
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CITED FOR éRAVERY UNDER FIRE

L4

Viet Nam Vet From 227th Is
Awarded DFC By Gen Kinnard

FORT BENNINGeoo0oA member of the 1lth Air Assault Die |
vision®s 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion received.
the Distinguished Flying Cross January 15 for heroism

while serving in Viet Nam earlier this year,

CWO Duane J. Bouza was

awarded the medal by 1lth

Air Assault Division coms=
{ mnder Maj Gen Harry W. O,
Kinnard during a retreat
ceremony held at battalion
headquarters, Gen Kinnard

also cited the pilot for

his bravery under fire,

While flying a mission
in Viet Nam April 6 of
this year, Mr Bouza's air~
craft was struck by enemy
fire and forced to land,
Although wounded, Mr Bouza
was instrumental in aiding
other members of the crew
to safety and then return-
ing to the downed ship to
render its weapons use-
less to the enemy,

Medal was awarded to Capt
Francis P, Barry, Jr. for
his service with the 3d
Armored Cavalry Regiment
in = Germany during = the

to October 1963, Gen Kin=
ito Capt Barry,..

| - Following the presenta=
tion of the two medals,

cited the battalion for

formance® during Operation
Bullwhipe.

The Army Commendation

period from November 1960

nard presented this award

the commanding  general

its outstanding per=- .
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