
227 th Assault Helicopter Battalion

Information about the early history and formation of 
the 227th as part of the 11th Air Assault as they 

developed the Air Mobile Concept.

From the fifiles of the Army Aviation Association of 
America.
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SOME OF BATTALION'S STAFF OFFICERS 
From Left;· Capt. W. H. Osborne, Capt. F. A. Burney, · 
Cap>t. R. Kammer, Capt. T. 1: McMurra>y, Cap't. R. -W. 

Rogers 
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ed experience in places like 
Viet Nam and Korea, Stock-

1 
ton has first to improve the --, ~-:..-o il ] flying abilities of new pilots 

CAMP BLANDING, Fla. - just out 9f flight school be· 
. ~ong, before H,?Ily~ood made 1 fore he and his con;tpany ~o_m-

Hell s Angels, aviators ":ere manders can begm ttammg 
hell • for - leather, devil - I them in the special techniques 
may care, stunt - happy men 

1 
the Air Assault Division will 

who took life as it came and use. · 
lived it to the full. Even so as tough oid task-

Their young, unlined faces 1 master s t o c k t o ~ ob~erved 
reflected fliers' special phi- I · the last night landing from 
losophy;, "We just don't g~ve l _ ___ _ _ his command ship high at(oye 
a darn. But, when the chips Keystone- Air Park I ifs t 
were down, they played the Tuesday, he b u b b I e d with 
game courageously and they praise and later shooli t h e 
usually won. / I hand of every pilot he met 

The Army's new breed of on the ground. 
aviator is a chip off that old 1 In the air 
block. More often than not he Stockton is 
flies a helicopter, a machine l · · Bullwhip Six, 
that even the old barnstorm- In a · senes · 1 a call s i g n 
ers -:- who c~lled ~hem auto- of tricky train,_ · th~t _s ·o ~e . 
gyros - admitted was a de- ing operations thmk fits him 
vice that needed a heck of conducted at admirably. For 
lot of handling." . night and in ., · {., despite his 

To p r o v. e an Important " m 0 s t d a y • ~ , · · ·· amiable tern-
point, namely that aircraft, 11 ! ,. light weather ~ •• , , " ,,,,. . perament, and 
and mainly helicopters, wo~k- , · conditions the _. and the good-
ing with specially trained m- ' ;g 227th A~sault 1 SIMONs natured josh· 
fantry can be used to smash Helicopter Bat- 1 ing he exchanges w~th his 
an enemy who's here, there, talion . 1 as t "Guys", he can rap a mis-
instead of everywhere, the Ar- I week proved tak? in the· ai~ with the _se-
my has carefully garnered sTocKTON that, in t h e yenty ?f a whiplash, spelling 
these chips off the old blo~k. two . handed, two _ .footed It out m a bru~que bu~ cor-
It has thrown these chips flying business _ whiCh the 

1 
rect tone that stmgs twice as 

(along with a smatter~ng of Jet age has largely surpassed I much. · . 
.smaller, less - expenenced 1 _ the chips have it over the When his tremendously tal· 
one~) together, al?pointed !1 ra- - ~ blotks. . .::. _ - ·, _ented .executive officer ll4.9j. 
zor • sharp sold1er - avJ.ator Streaking through Florida's I' Leo Soucek wanted to warn 

, named Georg~ P. _Seneff to murky, winter skies at tree- a pilot leading the battal-

l lead them, mixed m . a half top height by day, or dogged- ion on a wrong course, Stock­
dozen or so ·crack airborn?- 1 ly chopping their way through ton said: "Let him go, Leo. 
infantry commanders to tram 1 the night to pick up the pin- When he tells us we've ar­
and develop the other part point lights - set down in 1 rived, we'll tell him how far 
of the team, a~d called th_e I strange · territory they had off he is." 
whole the 11th Air Assault D1- . never seen before - which The · frigid exchange that 
vision. . designated . each ship's exact greeted that pilot's announce-

The Army has charged this · landing spot, they looked, in ment . almost formed icicles 
division with proving the the- the words -of Battalion Com- 1 on the ra:dio console, and the 
ory that, properly used, the mander Lt. Col. John B. erring officer's ears were a 

. helicopter and the sky sol- ~ Stockton, "like a bunch of deep red an hour or more 
dier make an unbeatable pros." , after he'd landed. . 
team. . . . , i Stockton, a veteran aviator ~ A bare two hours a~t~r It 

In the workout t?e diVIsion s 1 who organized the Army's I had completed a near-bn~hant-
227_th Assault He~Icopt_er B_at- helicopter support system for ly ~xecuted massed n I g h t 
tahon- the 50-ship umt which the anti _ guerrilla forces in landmg at Keystone Tuesday, 
can . carr~ a ~attalion of s~y · Viet N am, has set very high ' the el~ments took a hand and 
soldiers nght I_nto the enemy_ s standards for the proficiency a realism the planners had not 

~~~: 1~!r~:~l~ st~~:~~~I~ II ~~.~~ .. £~~~~~:~~bel ta 7 ~ ~! ~ ' i~~ted p;~~ 
1 spirit of the old aviator is ~ enough task manders to 

still alive - at least among ·.. to achieve the full. 
Army fliers. . these stand- Heading for 

Indeed, as of now, the chips !' ards with ful- Valdo~ta, Ga. 
appear to be surpassing the 1 Iy-trained and 1, ~nd a refuel· ·· 
old bl?cks. ~enerally~ theY I • experienced pi- I. mg rendez-
rate higher m educatiOn, fly- l ?§ dots. But with • vous, the bat-
ing skills and physical fitness. l .. · ··•· ; only a nucleus ) talion's four 
When the occasion demands ·of officers and 
they can be every bit as da~- ' warrant offi-
ing and, strangely enough, m ' soucEK cers who have 
a highly individualistic a n d I flown a substantial number of 
unorthodox profession, t h e Y ' hours in helicopters and gain­
have more di~cipli~e. ~ ~ ~--·----··----~~--

n wmast hafs iloCheiicop­
.. ters up and do.wn like eleva-

!;. tors in the besniirched sky, 
the four company· command­
ers had :to "wrestle their own 
ships against the fury of the 
·storm, keep their respective 
platoons in formation, calm 
the less - experienced pilots, 
and make quick decisions as 
to what to do. next. As the 
storm's severity increased, 

l each leader headed his ship 
for. a temporary refuge. Soon 
the air was full of exchanges 

,j between Bullwhip, Cowboy, 
' Happy · Tiger, Space Patrol, 

and Cobra. 
Alpha Company, which in 

the air becomes Cowboy, turn­
ed tail and headed for its 
takeoff point at Keystone . . Led 
by Maj. Gerald S. Simons, a 
tall, handsome flier whose in­
formal, easygoing nature fits 

i his call · sign (Cowboy 6) it 
. ) landed safely. 

Behind the 
Cowboys came 
Capt. Jim B. 
Airman's Bra­
vo Company 
known in the 
air as Space 
Patrol. And 
bringing up 
the rear was 
Capt. Charles 
(Chuck) W. 

If · woRLEY Worley's Delta 
· CGmpany. Worley, whose call 

sign ·is Happy Tiger 6 and 
-, whose impressive · physique 
· ;' and unruffled .temperament 

fits the title, commands the 
gun ships. These are helicop­
ters armed with machineguns 
and rockets·, and which escort 

' the · troop - carrying ships of 
(See MEN AT ARMS, Page D-8) 

Men at Arms I 
· (Continued from.-'Pag~ D-3) ' 
the remainder.tof":the battal­
ion to their objectives. · l 

The gun ships must, by ne­
cessity, be flown by the best · 
pilots in the battalion. Theirs 
is a relatively free mission. 
They have the prerogative to _ _ _ 
dive between formations to 
blast pockets of enemy shoot-
ing from the ground which 
may have escaped the deva-
stating carpet of fire the gun 
ships lay across the landing 
area minutes before the troop 
carriers arrive with their pre-
cious loads of sky soldiers. 

Only one formation was 
missing now, - Charlie Com­
pany headed by Capt. George 
B. Calhoun. Known in the air 
as Cobra 6, Calhoun is a very 

·serious and dedicated soldier. 
A crack pilot, Calhoun laughs 
little, and rarely indulges in 
the inter-company joshing that 
goes on in the battalion. 

A tallish 
spare veteran 
of Viet Nam, 
he has flown 
helicopters and 
fixed wing air­
craft for the 
Army on a 
w i d e variety 
of missions 
and has won 
several awards 

CALHOUN . for hiS Skill 
and valor. 

When the storm threatened 
to smash his ships, Calhoun 
headed his company for Cecil 
Naval Air Station near Jack­
sonville. He kept his company 
together with the exception of 
one ship whose pilot found 
himself in more severe weath­
er and sensibly opted to land 
on a four-lane highway near 
Lake City. . .' 

Weathered ip. again next 
morning, the battalion literal­
ly "broke out" from its refu­
ges around noon Wednesday, 
got as far as Valdosta and I 
Moody Air Force Base, only to 
be weathered in again. 1 

The trip from there home 
was a series of "ups ''and 
downs" with companies set­
ting down in fields to await 
breaks in the torrential rain 
which forced them to fly blind 
(not all were instrument qual­
ified) and streak for the next · 
clear.. spot as and when the 
we~ ·,er permitted. · '" ·· 
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WEDNESDAY, 8 JANUARY 1964 FORT BENNING, GA. 31905 ··--------------------'------
E.LX::QYER QE._~ CITY, COLUMBQ§_ 

227TH 
vJ ILL 

L!') ~ p~ 
'iV 1\J.\ ~ 

PE"''"Uf)1'd a'\ · I i\ i'IJ 

UP " DULL vJH I P ~ " 
/\ T NOON TODAY 

CM-1P BLANDING, FLA .• - The 11th Air Assault Division v s 
227th Assault Helicopter Battalion completed its night 

1 
anti~guer~illa operat~ons here 1ast.night and began 

50-rrrrle retu~n trlp to Fort Bennlng. 
--· - - ~ - ' The battalion is expect-

ed to fly into Manila 
Helipad in the Harmony 
Church area at noon today. 

The return trip will be 
highlighted by a precision 
fly-over of Phenix City 
and Columbus shortly be­
fore noon. 

Tuesday 9s action in 
170peration Bullwhipn saw 
the 227th, commanded by Lt 
Col John B. Stockton, take 
to the air to intercept 
and destroy a simulated 
enemy force .attempting to 
escape by sea between St. 
Augustine and Jackson­
ville , Fla. Leading the 
DJ_~ :.-,- :~, of 47 UH--1 IROQUOIS 
he:l:i c:.:Jptt~rs was Maj Gerald 
Be Sil!lons, commanding of­
ficer of Company A. 

After reaching the coast 
the choppers headed out to 
sea and made simulated 
firing runs on enemy ships 
in the area, then turned 
and flew over St. Augus~ 
tine on their way back to 
Camp Blanding. 

In other action during 
the mock war, an appeal 
from the Latin American 
countries asking the 
United Nations and the 
United States for aid was 
received. Following the 
receipt of the plea, simu­
lated U,S, Army Special 
Forces teams were dis­
patched to the beleagured 
Latin nations, 















































TYPICAL COMPANY.SIZE assault bellcopter attack formation consists of: (1) four 
toons of four UH-lDs-each with a squad aboard; (2) four aerial rocket UH-lBs; 
four aerial weapons 7.62-mm. machine-gun UH-lBs, and (4) two armed Grumman OV 


























































































